
 

Environment 
Rutland House, Halton Lea, Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 2GW 
Tel: 0303 333 4300 

 
Dear Madam 
 
RE: 3MG HBC Field development – Flood Risk Assessme nt 
 
I write in response to your enquiry letters of 26th May to the Council on the proposed HBC 
Field development (formerly known as Ditton Strategic Rail Freight Park). 
 
Further to my email correspondence of 24th June and 1st July 2011, I set out below our 
comprehensive response to your enquiries: 
 
 
Land Drainage and Flooding 
 

1. Details of any historic flooding in the vicinity of the site for the Ditton Brook and its 
tributaries. 

 
Please refer to the Environment Agency (EA).  See also the drainage reports for 
the HBC Field site sent by email on 1st July 2011. 

 
2. Details of the culverted section of the Ditton Brook under Hale Road and the 

railway before outfalling into the River Mersey and any associated flood risks.  
 

No information held by Halton Borough Council.  Please see EA and Network Rail. 
 

3. Details of any flooding/capacity “hot spots” and potential sources of flooding. 
 

Please see EA.  Also, as HBC’s Surface Water Management Plan and Preliminary 
Flood Risk Assessment documents are currently pending approval they cannot be 
released, but are available to view at HBC’s offices. 

 
4. Details of any remedial works undertaken to alleviate flooding or proposed for the 

future. 
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Please see the drainage reports for the HBC Field site sent by email on 1st July 
2011. 

 
5. Details of any known issues with surface water flooding or inadequacies of surface 

water sewer systems, details of any historical instances of surface water flooding. 
 

Please see the drainage reports for the HBC Field site sent by email on 1st July 
2011. 

 
6. Further information on any work completed for the Surface Water Management 

Plan currently being completed. 
 
The SWMP will be published after approval has been given. 

 
7. Any restrictions in terms of surface water runoff rate into the Ditton Brook. 

 
Environment Agency should be consulted on Main River discharge.  Please see 
the drainage reports for the HBC Field site sent by email on 1st July 2011. 

 
8. Any constraints to development, such as easements to watercourses with 

confirmation of where these apply. 
 

Please refer to Halton Borough Council Policy & Development Services. 
 
9. Details of any flood warning or emergency action plans, which the Council 

implement at times of flooding. 
 

Halton Borough Council has a Flood Incident Response plan but there are no flood 
warnings in the borough. 

 
 
Planning Policy 
 

1. Any further information on the surface water flooding issues reported in the 
SFRAs. 

 
The SFRA2 is available on the Council’s website and further relevant information 
can be obtained from it. 

 
2. Are there any other assessments relating to flood risk and surface water flooding 

that have been undertaken for the area. 
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HBC’s Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment and Surface Water Management Plan 
documents may be viewed at HBC’s offices. 
 
There may be other flood risk assessments available for developments in the 
vicinity – please refer to Halton Borough Council Policy & Development Services. 

 
3. Details on local planning policy related to drainage, development and flood risk. 
 

Please refer to PPS25 and the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 2 document. 
 
4. Details on the preferred management of water. 

 
A sustainable approach is required as per PPS25. 

 
5. Would the Council need to complete the Sequential Test for development of this 

site. 
 

The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 2 and PPS25 state this is a requirement. 
 
 
Roads – Flooding – Drains & Gullies 
 

1. Details of any historic flooding in the vicinity of the site (including the source / 
mechanism of flooding and flood levels). 

 
Please see the drainage reports for the HBC Field site sent by email on 1st July 
2011. 

 
2. Details of any remedial works undertaken to alleviate flooding or proposed for the 

future. 
 

Please see the drainage reports for the HBC Field site sent by email on 1st July 
2011. 

 
3. Details of local hydraulic features / controls and hydrological influences that should 

be considered when undertaking a flood risk assessment. 
 

Please see the drainage reports for the HBC Field site sent by email on 1st July 
2011. 

 
4. Details of any flooding/capacity “hot spots” and potential sources of flooding. 

 
Please see the drainage reports for the HBC Field site sent by email on 1st July 
2011. 
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5. Details of any balancing ponds or attenuation facilities in the area, along with their 

design standard. 
 

Please see the drainage reports for the HBC Field site sent by email on 1st July 
2011. 

 
6. Details of any highway drainage along Speke Road and Hale Road in the vicinity of 

the site including the maintenance regime and any known issues. 
 

Please note that responsibility for maintenance on Speke Road in the vicinity of the 
site is split between Halton Borough Council and Knowsley Metropolitan Borough 
Council.  The highway drainage system on the adjacent section of Speke Road 
within Halton comprises drainage kerbs, for which HBC have no fixed maintenance 
regime.  The drainage system on Hale Road and Ditton road comprises both 
gullies (for which there is an annual cleaning regime) and drainage kerbs.  There is 
a known drainage issue with sewer flooding between Hale Road and Marshgate.  
This is linked to a problem with a flap valve on the Ditton Brook outfall, which is in 
the process of being addressed by HBC.  If you would like to discuss this matter 
further we would be happy to go through things at a meeting at our offices. 

 
 
 
If you wish to discuss matters further please don’t hesitate to contact me on the above 
phone number or alternatively contact Tim Gibbs in Halton Borough Council’s Policy & 
Development Services division on 0151 906 1531. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Nigel Case 
Principal Engineer – Projects 
Halton Borough Council – Highways Development 
 
 
 
 


